November 7, 2011     Name ____________________________   
BOTH writing assignments are Monday, November 21st
Literacy Homework
The next few weeks are filled with change.  As the leaves fall from the trees and the snow covers the ground, we begin to shift our habits. This week, we have school Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, but Thursday and Friday are off for teacher assessment work and Veterans Day.  The following week, families are invited to come at 12:00 on November 18th, 2011 for a second grade feast.

Our homework will also be a little different.  

1. Students are expected to read 15 minutes a night, but will not need to write a response.  Our focus in school will continue to be the main idea, so students can share that with you orally. 
2. Plan out the homework. This week, students are to write a paragraph about the important traditions in your family.  What is important to you as a family unit?  What has passed down through the generations?  What parts of your culture do you continue from your elders?
3. Next week, students are to write a “HOW-TO” family recipe.  Please help them write the recipe and then create the dish to share at the November 18th feast.  The recipe is not due until Nov. 21st.
As always, let me know if you have any questions, concerns, ideas or comments! – Mrs. Beckler
On the back, please write a paragraph about important traditions in your family…

Start by asking your family.  What is a tradition?  What are our traditions?  What do we do that is important to us?  Why is it important?  How do we decide?  What kinds of things are new to just our family, and what was passed down from our grandparents or our culture?  Consider that some of our traditions happen each day, some happen yearly, some have to do with food, some with religion, some with nightly rituals, some with family relationships, some with family names, etc.  Enjoy these important conversations.  Then organize your thinking into a paragraph that explains your traditions with an introduction, descriptive details and conclusion.  
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